
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“God is at work in you” 
Philippians 2:12-13 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fJ7E1BdNs0 
 

After 27 years in jail, Nelson Mandela was released in 1990 and subsequently elected President 
of South Africa. His immediate challenge is "balancing black aspirations with white fears", as 
racial tensions from the apartheid era have not completely disappeared.  Mandela works to 
bring forgiveness and reconciliation to his nation.   
 
Regardless how we think and feel politically, there is a greater task undertaken by God when 
He chose to reconcile the world to Himself. 
 
Today we will consider the meaning of this passage as it relates to Paul’s admonition 
beginning in 1:27 and extending all the way through 2:18.    Paul leaves us breathless with a 
spectacular statement concerning the deity, humility and glory of Jesus Christ.  Yet the 
significance of this text lies in what it illustrates.   
 
Paul’s use of this confession is to work toward body unity.  Paul’s intent is to illustrate how 
peace and reconciliation takes place in our broken relationships both with God and with our 
peers.  The unity celebrated by the apostle is one established by the cross.  This illustration 
provides the foundation as to why unity is intrinsic to the cross and how God establishes the 
means whereby fractured relationships can be restored. 
 
Paul’s point in telling us the Story is for us to see the reason why we need to set aside our petty 
differences and embrace peace at all cost.  That thing over which we battle has already been 
secured at the cross and His exaltation.  We all believe our cause is just and to abandon our 
position is to tamper with truth and blemish belief, yet no assault was ever greater than the 
one staged against God, and no injustice more pronounced than when the Son of God 
surrendered Himself to the mockery encountered at the cross.  Each of us believes the other is 
at fault and wrong.  Each of us believe the other is compromising truth and distorting reality, 
yet such was even more pronounced and twisted in the surrendering and sacrificing of the Son 
of God.  God was not moved by whether or not His people “got it.”  They did not “get it.”  
They could not comprehend the magnitude of the injustice committed against Him.  They 
were the perpetrators of the crime.  In the face of incalculable injustice, God made peace at all 
cost.  He did not wait for others to catch up to Him in their understanding.  No one witnessing 
the event understood or connected all the dots intellectually.  Some did see, but most were 
blind to the moment.  Despite this, God made peace through the blood of the cross (Eph. 2:14-
16; Col. 1:20). 
 

14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the 
dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in 
ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and 
might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 
(Eph. 2:14-16) 
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. . . and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His 
cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. (Col. 1:20) 

 
He did it, and it is done.  All schism within the body is an assault against His work.  For us 
there is no right except for God’s right.  For you to think you have to be right before you make 
things right is puny in comparison to the truth of this text.  How can we hold to our bitterness 
when thrown against the cross?  Friend, I cannot tell you the fullest implications of this truth 
for you; I only know He worked, and thus it is done.  I have wrestled much with this text and 
trust God to work out the fullest implications for my own life as I live in community.   
 
The broadest outline for the larger context looks like this. 
 

I. The exhortation for unity (1:27-30) 
II. The direction for unity (2:1-5) 
III. The provision for unity (2:6-11) 
IV. The application for unity (2:12-18) 

 
Beginning in verse 12, Paul drives us to the only reasonable conclusion.  Yet it is necessary to 
gather the strength of Paul’s thought before we get to verse 12 in order that we might be able 
to understand verses 12 and 13. 
 
Verses 6-11 provide the crux or apex of Paul’s argument and appeal.   
 
The three key points of our Lord’s reconciliatory mission reminds the reader that if God can 
stoop, so can we.  If Jesus went the way of the cross for the purpose of reconciling God to man, 
then so can we.  And finally, if at the end of time the entire Story is about Jesus Christ as Lord, 
then it isn’t about us. 
 
Consider again this initial paragraph. 
 

I. The provision for unity (vv. 6-11). 
 

A. The deity of Jesus Christ (v. 6). 
 
The conclusion we must come to is, “Jesus Christ is God.” 
 

B. The humility of Jesus Christ (vv. 7, 8). 
 
He could gladly assume the nature/essence of a bond-servant without losing His 
nature/essence of deity.  He opened Himself up to humiliation.  The descent is equal to His 
station.  Had He been anything less than God the point would not have carried the weight 
assigned to it.  If one who is God of very God can stoop and condescend for the purpose of 
reconciliation then might not we who are the lesser stoop and condescend for the purpose 
of reconciliation? Any who would serve must be willing to be debased.  Every relationship 
requires as much.  This is Paul’s point in bringing up the illustration to support his larger idea 
in 1:27-2:4. 
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The conclusion we must come to is, “Jesus Christ is the God/Man crucified.” 
 

C. The glory of Jesus Christ (vv. 9-11). 
 
It is His exaltation and the proclamation of His name that is celebrated.  It is not about you or 
your name.  We are so afraid of what others might say concerning us.  We are fearful of being 
found out.  Friend, God has found you out.  He knows what you are really like and He loves 
you just the same.  The effort we put forth cultivating our grudges and maintaining our 
bitterness is costly.  God has addressed those issues.  This paragraph is only an illustration.  
Paul’s larger point cannot be lost on us.  The death Jesus died secures peace with God and 
with one another.  If this is what the Son has done to secure our reconciliation, then why are 
we at odds with one another?  
 
The conclusion we must come to is, “Jesus Christ is Lord.” 
 

II. The application for unity (vv. 12-18). 
 

Notice Paul’s powerful application in verses 12 and 13.   
 

A. Human response to the cross (v. 12) 
 
Paul’s affection for the church is brought to the fore with “my beloved.”  Paul reminds them of 
their past obedience as an invitation to continue in the same.  When verse 12 is viewed in light 
of Paul’s complete thought the “salvation” stated is not individual deliverance from death and 
hell, but rather corporate salvation from the bondage of bitterness and hurt.  His appeal to the 
church in verses 1-4 is continued in verses 12 and 13.  The verb “to work” and the reflexive 
pronoun “your own” are both plural.  Reconciliation is to be a cooperative effort in the 
common life together as a community. 
 
The fear and trembling we have in living in harmony in the Lord is draped against the 
backdrop of our Lord’s deity, humility, and glory.1  How can we not tremble when our 
differences are laid against the magnitude and majesty of His person and work?  It is 
staggering when one considers why most churches struggle and why most relationships 
struggle.   
 
Working at obedience in the area of forgiveness takes tremendous courage and humility.  Will 
you forgive those who have harmed you the most?  The price/cost we wish to exact from 
those who have hurt us has already been exacted by another.  The punishment they deserve 
for their sin has already been carried out at the cross.  You can forgive them for the price for 
their forgiveness has already been met.   
 
There is a linear consequence to sinful choices and that linear consequence is sin’s intrinsic 
demerit.  Our forgiveness of others does not restore everything to its original condition.  Sin 
scares us deeply.  When surgery happens to our bodies the healing process leaves scar tissue, 
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and it is often the scaring that creates more problems down the road.  Yet without the surgery, 
greater harm is done.  Because of the cross, forgiveness is not optional.  The cross secures this 
end.  It is only when you forgive others that you and they will be released. 
 
If forgiveness is necessary for you to be reconciled, then forgive.  Jesus Christ died in order to 
put to death sin’s separating power and to reconcile the world to Him. 
 

B. Divine initiative in the cross (v. 13) 
 
If we are to understand this text in light of the larger context, could we not read the passage in 
the following manner? 
 

12 So then [because of Jesus, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ], just as you have always obeyed, not 
as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, [save yourself from relational strife by 
reconciling with one another in the church, having courage and fortitude in the face of this daunting 
task]; 13 for [to this end God worked in the cross], both to will [in you] and to work [through you] His 
good pleasure [of reconciling the world to Himself [2 Cor. 5:19; Col. 1:20]. 

 
The end to which Paul calls them is the end for which Christ died (v. 13).  God’s death 
brings reconciliation.  And it is to this end we must work.   
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. “What keeps you from reconciling with others?” I cannot answer this question for you.  

This is a question only you can answer as you are prompted by the Holy Spirit. 
2. Unless and until you let it go, you will continue to live in bondage and hold others in 

bondage. 
 
                                                 

1 “This has no reference to the anxious concern that individual Christians might be expected to have as 
they face the last judgment.”  Gerald F. Hawthorne, Philippians, WBC (Word Books, 1983), 69. 


